
Art Memo - July 2021 

Expectations for the Teaching and Learning of Art in 2021/22 

Updated Curriculum Handbook 

The Art section of the curriculum handbook has been updated in response to the COVID-19 lockdowns and the increased consistency in approach to the teaching and learning 

of Art. Please find a summary of the updates below: 

● The new EYFS updates have replaced the ages and stages previously identified. 

● The skills within each technique have remained the same to ensure clear progression for our pupils as they move through school. This does not affect the TLCs on 

your medium term plans from this year. 

● The techniques to be taught must be covered at some point during the year. It is at the discretion of each year group as to when these are taught, but you may find 

it beneficial to teach one per half term so that our pupils have further opportunities to practise mindfulness. 

● Artist(s) of the half term have been replaced by suggested artists for each technique. This is to increase flexibility within the teaching and critiquing of a variety of 

artists in order to expose our children to a range of artists. 

● Art vocabulary for each year group has remained the same. 

Catch-up Plans for 2021/22 

Thank you to all year groups for identifying which skills have been taught in order to identify catch up for next academic year. The skills which need to be covered next year 

are identified in the table below. Please include these as part of your teaching sequence for each Art technique. As you can see, there aren’t many skills left to be taught 

across the school, thank you for all your hard work this year! If there are any skills taught in the last two weeks of term, please inform the Art Team so we can update and 

inform the next year gorup. 

Year 
Group in 
2021/22 

Catch-up skills to be taught per technique 

Collage Digital Media Drawing Painting Printing Sculpture 

FS2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Year 1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Year 2 N/A ● Experiment with a 
range of digital 
tools to create 
different lines and 
shapes. 

● Take photographs 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 



from a variety of 
viewpoints to best 
capture an image. 

Year 3 N/A ● Change camera and 
viewpoint settings 
(e.g. flash, zoom) 
and to best capture 
an image. 

● Represent people 
and objects, with 
careful observation 
of features and 
proportions. 

● Create a colour 
wheel using primary 
and secondary 
colours. REVISIT 
FROM Y1 

N/A N/A 

Year 4 N/A ● Experiment with 
creating images 
using a range of 
digital tools. 

● Develop an 
awareness of mood, 
emotions and 
feelings in 
photography. 

N/A ● Begin to use 
watercolour paint 
to add detail. 

N/A N/A 

Year 5 ● Select and arrange 
materials for a 
striking effect.  

● Ensure work is 
precise. 

● Identify, name and 
use tessellation and 
montage 
techniques. 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Year 6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ● Use tools to carve 
and add shapes, 
texture and pattern.  

● Combine visual and 
tactile qualities. 

● Show life-like 
qualities and real-
life proportions. 



● Use a range of 
sculpture materials. 

 

Implementation Expectations 

Art Critique 

It is expected that as each technique is being taught, the children are being exposed to a variety of examples of artwork from a range of artists, architects and sculptors. The 

list of suggested artists in the curriculum handbook are to be used as a starting point. Please continue to think creatively as to how to include the teaching of artists, architects 

and sculptors during the year. For example: 

● Hooks into English 

● Topic entry points and cross-curricular links 

● Enterprise projects 

● World Art Day in Spring  

● Themed days (e.g. World Book Day, Multicultural days etc.) 

 

A reminder: there are a variety of differentiated Art critique resources on the shared drive to support pupils to further develop their critique, reflection and evaluation skills, 

including: 

● Peer-critique 

● Self-critique 

● Artist critique 

● Vocabulary resources and sentence stems to provide support for focus and correct terminology. 

 

All of the above resources can be found in Art – Art Critique Resources on the shared drive. The sheets can be printed and glued in as we have done previously, but some year 

groups may find it easier for the children to copy and complete these from the board and hand write these into their book. Either is acceptable as long as this is presented 

neatly. Please ensure that these are used throughout the year. The children do not need to critique every piece of artwork they are exposed to, but a class discussion should 

take place around the artist and/or their artwork in order to improve their critiquing skills and eye for detail.  

Note: A minimum of one peer, one self and one artist critique sheet to be used during the year. In addition, there needs to be an opportunity for pupils to respond to 

critique either by improving their own work through redrafting or by creating a piece in response to an artist studied at least once in the year. 

 

 

Expectation for Standards in Sketch Books 



Steph will ensure that page divider stickers for sketch books are in place ready for the new academic year. Please ensure that the first piece of art work in 2021/22 takes place 

after these stickers.  

Skills and techniques should be referred to in the TLC – e.g. Can I use watercolours to create a colour wash background? Can I use shading to show light and shadow? etc. 

It is expected that marking takes place as per the marking policy and that there are opportunities for pupils to self and peer-assess. This lends itself to the self and peer critique 

process outlined above. 

Continue to have and reinforce the high expectations we have at TGPS. Sketch books are no different to our other books. 

 

Resources  

We have redistributed existing orders and ordered a lot of resources for 2021/22. Please ensure that if you are moving classrooms, the resources given to you stay in your 

current classroom. 

Resource Location (2021/22) 

Primary colour paints (plus black and white) per year group ● FS1 
● FS2 
● 1G 
● 2K 
● 3W 
● 4C 
● 5S 
● 6M 

Additional paint DT room (back cupboard) 

Oil pastels DT room (orange drawers) 

Sketching pencils DT room (orange drawers) 

Paint brushes for detail DT room (back cupboard) 

Additional painting supplies (water pots, palettes etc.) DT room (left-side cupboard) 

EYFS and KS1 aprons - per year group ● FS1 x15 
● FS2 x15 
● 1G x30 



● 2K x30 

KS2 aprons and table covers DT room (in a labelled box in the gap on the right side of the room) 

Printing screens DT room (in the gap next to the recycling bin at the back of the room) 

Clay DT room (in cardboard boxes in the gap on the right side of the room behind the KS2 aprons) 

Scissors ● FS1 x20 
● FS2 class set 
● Y1 class set each 
● Y2 class set each 

Variety of paper and card ● Curriculum cupboard drawers 
● Stock for replenishment in 3S / office 

Mirrored card 6G - for Science 

Variety of glitter colours ● FS1 
● FS2 
● 1G 
● 2K 
● 4C (for Y3 and Y4 - please see FS1-Y2 if you need additional colours) 
● 6G (for Y5 and Y6 - please see FS1-Y2 if you need additional colours) 

Please inform us if resources are running low or you require anything further during the academic year. Please plan in advance in order to avoid disappointment. 

The above will support our children with three of the key drivers (Independence, Knowledge of the World and Emotional Awareness). Our pupils find it difficult at times to 

value and respond to critique in different situations and these resources should help to support them in developing positive contributions and responses in order to apply 

skills elsewhere. Art should be seen as a ‘work in progress’ and greater value should be put on the process rather than the finished piece. Many of our children value the 

finished piece more and it can/will be stressful for them to alter their viewpoint on this. However, Art is proven to be one of the most valuable resources we have in supporting 

children with social, emotional and behavioural difficulties and thus meaningful time should be given to the subject. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see a member of the Art team. 

Thank you for your support, 

Art Team 


