
  

 

 

 

Medium Term Plan – Spring 1 – Foundation Stage 2 

Enrichment- Family Fun Fridays, dinosaur workshop on fossils, dinosaur visit to school, science week, 

easter workshop craft, world religion day, sports relief 

Key events- World countries and religion celebration day, fairtrade fortnight, internet safety day, world 

book day, comic, sport relief, science week, world art day, easter. 

  Specific Areas                                                                                 

 
Aspects  Learning & Development Focus  Possible experiences, opportunities, activities and 

enhancements  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal 
Social 
And  
Emotional 
 

Making  
relationships  

40-60m - Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of 
what others say.  
40-60m - Explains own knowledge and understanding, and asks 
appropriate questions of others.  
40-60m - Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other children, e.g. 
finding a compromise.  
 

Dinosaurs 
-Observe dinosaur eggs. 

-Pass a ‘dinosaur egg’ around the circle, reminding the 

children to be really gentle. How might they care for 
the baby dinosaur that is inside? What might they call 

it? Talk about using gentle hands with the baby 
dinosaur just as they should be gentle with their 

friends. 
-Use a talking object, such as a soft toy dinosaur, and 
pass it around the circle. Ask the children how they 

might feel if they saw a real dinosaur? This is a great 
way of getting the children to use their imaginations 

whilst developing their turn taking skills. 

-Work together to bake some fossil cookies. Encourage the children to 
take it in turns to stir the mixture. 
-Play a parachute game to encourage children to work 

Self-
confidence 
and self -
awareness  

40 – 60m - Confident to speak to others about their  own needs, wants, 
interests and opinions.  
40 – 60m - Can describe self in positive terms and talk about abilities.  
 



 

 

Managing  
feelings and 
behaviour  

40 – 60m - Understands that own actions affect other people, for 
example, becomes upset or tries to comfort another child when they 
realise they have upset them.  
40 – 60m - Aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural 
expectations in the setting.  
40 – 60m - Beginning to be able to negotiate and solve problems 
without aggression, e.g. when someone has taken their toy.  

 

together. Place a soft toy dinosaur onto a parachute 

and ask the children to work together to make the 
dinosaur jump! Challenge the children to make the 
dinosaur jump high into the air or jump low to the ground 

-Create a role-play Dinosaur Museum in your setting. 
Encourage the children to work together in the 

museum. 
-Fill a balloon with water and place a small toy dinosaur 

inside the balloon too. Once frozen, peel the balloons 
off to create ‘dinosaur eggs’. Encourage the children 
to work together to release the dinosaurs from the 

eggs, the children need to work out the best way to rescue 
the baby dinosaurs. 

-Provide den-making materials to encourage th 
children to work together to create a den in which 
they could hide from the dinosaurs.  

-Use large cardboard boxes to work together to make a 
vehicle in which they can escape from the dinosaurs. 

 

Easter 

-emotion eggs, use a marker to draw different faces onto plastic eggs. 
read/tell a story and talk about the emotions of the characters. ask 
children to make the correct face/find the correct egg for each 
emotion. 

-look at easter photos and encourage children to share their 
experiences of Easter and how they celebrate it. 

-hide Easter themed objects in the outdoor area and encourage 
children to work together to find them. 

Jigsaw Units - Dreams and Goals (Spring 1) 
                        - Relationships (Spring 2) 
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Physical 

Moving and 
handling  

40 – 60m - Experiments with different ways of moving.  
40 – 60m - Jumps off an object and lands appropriately.  
40 – 60m - Negotiates space successfully when playing racing and chasing 
games with other children, adjusting speed or changing direction to avoid 
obstacles.  
40 – 60m - Travels with confidence and skill around, under, over and 
through balancing and climbing equipment.  
40 – 60m - Shows increasing control over an object in pushing, patting, 
throwing, catching or kicking it.  
40 – 60m - Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials. 40 – 
60m - Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable 
materials safely and with increasing control.  
40 – 60m - Shows a preference for a dominant hand.  
40 – 60m - Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical lines.  
40 – 60m - Begins to form recognisable letters.  
40 – 60m - Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable 
letters, most of which are correctly formed.  
 

Dinosaurs 

-Realistic Dinosaur Cut-Outs with the 

children. Talk about the different dinosaurs and the way they might 
move, encouraging the children to experiment with different ways of 
moving. 

-Cover balloons with papier-mache to create ‘dinosaur eggs’. The 
children can tear up the newspaper, brush on the glue and then paint 
the completed eggs to develop their fine motor skills. 

-Play some dinosaur-themed music or songs. 

-Encourage the children to move to the music in 

different ways. They might stomp like a T. rex or fly like a pterodactyl. 

-Work with a small group to make Dinosaur split pin characters to help 
to develop the children’s fine motor skills. 

-Use clay to press shells, sticks and leaves in to make fossils. 

Use these Dinosaur Playdough Mats along with this 

Reptile Skin Playdough to encourage children to 

shape and mould dinosaur-themed models. 

- Add pasta to the malleable area, alongside playdough, 

for the children to use to create dinosaurs with spikes 

and horns. 

-dinosaur dressing-up costumes for the children  zips, buttons or 
poppers. 

-scissor control skills reinforced through craft. 

-Set up a large activity tray filled with green spaghetti 

and small world dinosaurs. Challenge children to collect 

the dinosaurs from the swamp using large tweezers. 

Easter 

-challenge children to move like different Easter animals- e.g. hop like a 
rabbit, peck like hen. 

-for fine motor skills have plastic eggs open in half in an egg box. Ask 
the children to use tweezers to place poms poms inside the eggs. 

- egg rolling competition with hard boiled eggs. explore how they roll. 

 

 

Health and 
self- care  

40 – 60m - Eats a healthy range of food and understands the need for 
variety in food.  
40 – 60m - Usually dry and clean during the day.  
40 – 60m - Shows some understanding that good practices with regard to 
exercise, eating, sleeping and hygiene can contribute to good health.  
40 – 60m - Shows understanding of the need for safety when tackling 
new challenges, and considers and manages some risks. 40 – 60m - 
Shows understanding of how to transport and store equipment safely.  
40 – 60m - Practices some appropriate safety measures without direct 
supervision.  
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Communication 
And 
Language 

Listening and 
attention  

40 – 60m - Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly 
during appropriate activity.  
40 – 60m - Two-channelled attention – can listen and do for a 
short span.  
 

dinosaurs 
-Play a listening game where one child covers their 

eyes in the middle of a circle. The children take it in 

turns to say 'It's me, the big T. rex,' or ‘It’s me the 

baby dinosaur,’ in a squeaky or gruff voice. The child 

in the centre guesses who spoke. 

-Play a listening and attention game with the children. 

Place a small number of dinosaur-themed items on a 

tray and cover with a blanket. Remove one of the 

objects - Can they say which one has been removed? 

-Develop children’s attention skills by playing a 

Dinosaur-Themed Matching Cards Activity 

 in small groups. 

-Pass a soft toy dinosaur around the circle, 

encouraging the children to wait their turn to speak 

until they are holding the dinosaur. Can they describe 

Understanding  40 – 60m - Responds to instructions involving a two-part 
sequence.  
40-60m- Understands humour, e.g. nonsense rhymes, jokes.  
40 – 60m - Able to follow a story without pictures or 
props.  
40 – 60m - Listens and responds to ideas expressed by 
others in conversation or discussion.  
 
 

 



 

Speaking   40 – 60m - Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and 
naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of new words.  
40 – 60m - Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and 
experiences in play situations.  
40 – 60m - Links statements and sticks to a main theme or 
intention.  
40 – 60m - Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify 
thinking, ideas, feelings and events.  
40 – 60m - Introduces a storyline or narrative into their 
play.  
 

their favourite type of dinosaur? 

In the listening area, have an audio copy of a 

dinosaur-themed storybook, along with a hard copy 

and related props. 

-Create a specially-decorated chair with the children. 

This can then become a special storytelling chair for 

the children to retell well-known dinosaur-themed 

stories to each other. 

-Place images of different dinosaurs around your 

setting. Can the children talk about each of the dinosaurs? 

Hide dinosaurs outside and encourage children to use 

positional language to direct a friend to find it. For example, it is next 
to/behind the bench. 

-Add pictures of different dinosaurs outside to 

encourage the children to talk about the different 

dinosaurs they can find and collect. 

-Add a large activity tray to the provision, full of 

rocks, fossils, sticks and other items related to 

dinosaurs for the children to explore and discuss 

together. 

-Make simple telescopes using tubes. Ask the children 

to look out for dinosaurs and tell each other what 

they can see. 

-Put some different dinosaur textures into feely bags 

for the children to feel and describe to their friends. 

Include sandpaper, wood, plastic, velvet, leather, rocks. 

 
Easter 
-place a number of easter objects on a tray and cover with a blanket. 

Children to tell you which have been removed, to guess how many 
there are, count them then remove some, can they say how many have 
gone? 
-egg memory game- have plastic eggs in an egg box and place a 
different object inside each egg. Can they tell you which object is in 
each egg? 
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Literacy 

Reading  

  

40-60m- Continues a rhyming string.  
40-60m- Hears and says the initial sound in words.  
40-60m- Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 
together and know  which letters represent some of them.  
40-60m- Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of 
the alphabet.  
40-60m- Begins to read words and simple sentences.  
40-60m- Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly 
influenced by their experiences of books.  
40-60m- Enjoys an increasing range of books.  
40-60m- Knows that information can be retrieved from books and 
computers.  

 

dinosaurs 
-Fact files on dinosaurs   
-Digging for nonsense word  bones 
-Sequencing the story   
-Acting out the story   
-Diary entry - pretend to be archaeologists   
-Sensory storytelling in tough tray – use chalk to draw story map and 
add materials to make it sensory  
-Recipe writing – dinosaur cookies   
-Dinosaur puppets – make, instructions, dinosaur puppet shows   
-Label the dinosaur/ dinosaur scene 
-Look at the Dinosaur Display Posters and discuss 
the sounds that different dinosaurs might make. 
Encourage the children to make the sounds, altering 
the volume of the different dinosaur sounds that are 
being made. 
-Read lots of different dinosaur-themed books to the 
children, encouraging them to join in with repeated 
refrains. 
-Pretend to be a dinosaur from the children’s favourite 
dinosaur story and encourage the children to ask you 
questions. 
-Begin to read a dinosaur-themed story. Encourage the 
children to predict what might happen next/the 
ending. 
-Explain that a big dinosaur is going to need to eat lots 
of things. Can the children feed him rhyming objects? 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing  40-60m - Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and 
paint.  
40-60m- Begins to  break the flow of speech into words.  
40-60m- Continues a rhyming string.  
40-60m- Hears and says the initial sound in words.  
40-60m- Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 
together.  
40-60m- Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts 
40-60m- Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of 
the alphabet.  
40-60m- Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate 
meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence. 40-
60m- Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions.  

 



  

 
-Explore Big Books about chick hatching and living things 
-Make our own simple information books about living things. 
-Speech bubbles/thought bubbles for living things. 
-Provide a range of non-fiction books about 

eggs/chicks/hens and other egg-hatching creatures for 
independent and guided reading. 

-Fact files. 
-Phonics through living things 
-Writing materials in a role play area for vet, farmer, shopkeeper 

to use. Children put their own labels on chicken/chicks/different 
eggs.  

 

  
Easter 
-Encourage children to talk about and sequence the Easter story. 
Some could even go on to write the Easter story. 
-Small world area set up as the Easter story for children to retell the 
story.  
-Easter story stick puppets and masks. 
-Easter stories in the reading corner or create a reading outside with 
the Easter stories in. 
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Aspects  Learning & Development Focus  Possible experiences, opportunities, activities and 

enhancements  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maths 

Numbers  

  

40 – 60m - Counts objects to 10, and begins to count beyond 10.  
40-60m- Estimates how many objects they can see and checks by 
counting them. 
40-60m- Uses the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to compare two 
sets of objects.  
40-60m0- Finds the total number of items in two groups by counting 
all of them.  
40-60m- Counts in three and four objects by saying one number 
name for each 
40-60m- Says the number that is one more than a given number.  
40-60m- Finds one more or one less from a group of up to five 
objects, then ten objects.  
40-60m- Counts out up to six objects from a larger group. 
40-60m- In practical activities and discussion, beginning to use the 
vocabulary involved in adding and subtracting.  
40-60m- Selects the correct numeral to represent 1 to 5, then 1 to 10 
objects. 
40-60m- Counts an irregular arrangement of up to ten objects 
40-60m- Records, using marks that they can interpret and explain.  
40-60m- Begins to identify own mathematical problems based on 
own interests and fascinations.  
 

 
 

 
 

Exploring  numbers from 1-10 

 

Dinosaurs 

-Digging for dinosaur bones – counting and ordering size   

-Ordering size/weight of dinosaurs  

 -Digging for skeleton parts and putting it together like a jigsaw   

-Taking away bones – subtraction sums   

-Roll the dice the peg the correct number of pegs onto the dinosaur  
extend with taking away  

-Ordering dinosaurs / eggs  1-10. 

-Following recipe for dinosaur cookies   

-Hide beans under the eggs and work out how many are left 
(addition and subtraction)   

-Dinosaur footprints and count length/size of footprints  Weighing 
and comparing eggs  

-Count one more/less dinosaur etc using number 1-10. 

 



  

Shape, space & 
measure  

40-60m  - Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes 
and ‘flat’ 2D shapes, and mathematical terms to describe shapes.  
40-60m- Selects a  particular named shape.  
40-60m- Can describe their relative position such as ‘behind’ or ‘next 
to’.  
40-60m- Orders two or three items by length or height.  
40-60m- Orders two items by weight or capacity.  
40-60m- Uses familiar objects and common shapes to create and 
recreate patterns and build models.  
40-60m- Uses everyday language related to time.  
40-60m- Beginning to use everyday language related to money.  
40-60m- Orders and sequences familiar events.  
40-60m- Measures short periods of time in simple ways.  

 

-Place dinosaurs in various places in, out around the box, children 
describe position.  

-Make dinosaurs out of 2D shapes: identify/count the shapes used.  

-Number bonds  
-How many legs/spikes on dinosaurs  (addition and subtraction) 
-Measure different dinosaurs 

-Sort dinosaurs 

-Make symmetrical paintings, drawings   

-Comparisons –tall dinosaur, short dinosaur 

-Share out seeds, using simple number operations   

-Make patterns using seeds/leaves 

 

Easter 

-3D easter pictures 

-Numbers on Easter eggs 0-30 for the children to order. 

-Plastic easter eggs of different sizes, can they order them? 

-Easter egg story stones, children to count and match to the correct 
one. 

- Use eggs for addition and subtraction. 
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Knowledge and 
Understanding 
of the World 

 
 
 
 

People & 
communities  

40-60m- Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines 
 

Dinosaur 
-Comparing the environments in different places – relate to where 
different dinosaurs live and why   
-Why did the dinosaurs become extinct? – link to others   
-Fact finding about dinosaurs  

-Dinosaur cookies   

-Dinosaur shadow theatre  
-Frozen dinosaur eggs in tough tray – use tools and salt to hatch the 
dino babies  
-baking soda, water, vinegar Volcano making from clay – in groups 
make then explore volcano erupting   
-Learn what an archaeologist does 
-Compare different dinosaur similarities/differences.  

-Digital photography.  
-Use magnifying glass to look at photos of dinosaurs, dinosaur 
skeletons, dinosaur eggs and draw, talk about features they like and 
dislike.  

-Observe/record changes in different dinosaurs.  
-Learn about the timeline about different dinosaurs and when they 
were around 
-Habitats 
-What do they eat? herbivore, carnivore, omnivore. 

 
 
Easter 
-learn about the Easter story and how festivals are celebrated. 

-Find out about spring animals. 
-learn about animals associated with Easter. 
-Map for bee-bots for the easter bunny to find the easter eggs. 
-Audio of the Easter story  for children to listen to. 
boil eggs and wrap in tin foil, investigate how they travel down hill, 
how can we make them faster etc. 

 

The world  40 – 60m - Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and 
change.     
 

Technology  40-60m - Completes a simple program on a computer.  
40-60m Uses ICT hardware to interact with age appropriate 
computer software.  
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Expressive Arts 

Exploring & using 
media & materials  

40-60m- Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 
40-60m- Explores the different sounds of instruments. 40-
60m- Explores what happens when they mix colours. 40-
60m- Experiments to create different textures. 

 40-60m- Understands that different media can be 
combined to create new effects.  
40-60m- Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect. 
40-60m- Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety 
of resources.  
40-60m- Uses simple tools and techniques competently and 
appropriately.  
40-60m- Selects appropriate resources and adapts work 
where necessary.  
40-60m- Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, 
assemble and join materials they are using.  
  

Dinosaurs 

 -Dinosaur small world area   

-Dinosaurs skeletons made from construction straws   

-Giant mesh/paper mache dinosaurs   

-Tissue box dinosaur feet  

-Dinosaur dance   

-Dinosaur silhouette with watercolour background  

-Observational drawings of dinosaurs 

-Small world dinosaur activities.  

-Re-enact dinosaur stories/songs.  

-Make dinosaurs and/or eggs from dough, clay, wool, tissue or 

feathers.  

-Create and design a dinosaur forest. 

-dinosaur paintings focus on colour and texture. 

-dinosaur dances   

 

Easter 

-daffodil drawing with a focus on colour and scale. 

-easter bonnets 

Being Imaginative 40-60m- Create simple representations of events, people 
and objects.  
40-60m- Initiates new combinations of movement and 
gesture in order to express and respond to feelings, ideas 
and experiences.  
40-60m- Chooses particular colours to use for a purpose. 40-
60m- Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play. 40-
60m- Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the 
same theme.  
40-60m- Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop 
and act out a narrative.  

 



 

   -handprint chicks 

-easter basket using paper 

-split pin chicks 

-sing easter themed songs and rhymes 

-make egg shakers 

-cardboards boxes, children to create and make own easter baskets 

 

  


