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• ‘Old’ national curriculum levels (e.g. Level 3, 4, 5) have now been abolished, as 
set out in the government guidelines.

• From 2016, test scores will be reported as ‘scaled scores’.

• This means it is very difficult to compare the assessment of a previous year with 
the current year.

• Your child will still be taught with the highest expectations and cover all required 
elements of the curriculum, similar to previous years.

• The new curriculum is more rigorous and sets high expectations which all schools 
have had to work hard to meet since the beginning of last year.

Assessment and Reporting

• Your child’s  tes t s cores  w ill be  reported as  ‘s caled s cores ’.

• The curr iculum is  r igorous  and s ets  high expectations  w hich all s chools  have had 
to w ork hard to meet s ince it was  introduced in September 2014.





• Key Stage 2 SATs take place nationally in the week commencing 9th May 2016.

• Statutory tests will be administered in the following subjects:
o Reading (60 minutes )
o Spelling (approximately 15 minutes )
o Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes )
oMathematics
- Paper 1: Ar ithmetic (30 minutes )
- Paper 2: Reas oning (40 minutes )
- Paper 3: Reas oning (40 minutes )

• In addition, s ome s chools  w ill be  required to take part in Science tes ting, 
cons is ting of three tes ts  in Biology, Phys ics  and C hemis try. Not all s chools  w ill 
take part in this  s ampling, w hich takes  place on a later  date .

• All tes ts  are  externally marked.

• Writing w ill be  ‘Teacher As s es s ed’ internally, as  in recent years .

The Tests

• Statutory tes ts  are  adminis tered in the follow ing s ubjects :
o Reading (1 hour)
o Spelling (no s pecific time)
o Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes )
oMathematics
- Paper 1: Ar ithmetic (30 minutes )
- Paper 2: Reas oning (40 minutes )
- Paper 3: Reas oning (40 minutes )

• All tes ts  are  externally marked.

• Writing is  ‘Teacher As s es s ed’ internally, as  in recent years .



• What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?

• It is planned that 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’.

• Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the scale, 
either at, above or below 100.

• The scale will have a lower end point somewhere below 100 and an upper end 
point above 100.

• A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be judged to 
have demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests.

• In July 2016 for the first publication of test results, each pupil will receive:
o A raw  s core  (number of raw  marks  awarded).
o A s caled s core  in each tes ted s ubject.
o C onfirmation of w hether  or  not they attained the national s tandard.

Scaled Scores

• After  taking the tes ts , a child’s  raw  s core  (total number of marks  awarded) w ill 
be  converted into a s caled s core .

• Pupils  w ho achieve a s caled s core  of 100 or  above w ill be  clas s ed as  w orking at 
Age Related Expectations .

• Pupils  w ho fail to achieve a s cale  s core  of 100 or  above w ill be  clas s ed as  
w orking Below  Age Related Expectations .

• A child w ho achieves  the ‘national s tandard’ (a s core  of 100) w ill be  judged to 
have demons trated s ufficient know ledge in the areas  as s es s ed by the tes ts .

• In July, each pupil w ill receive :
o A raw  s core  (number of raw  marks  awarded).
o A s caled s core  in each tes ted s ubject.
o C onfirmation of w hether  or  not they attained the national s tandard.











• Previous Key Stage 2 tests were aimed at children achieving Levels 3 -5 (with a 
national expectation to reach at least Level 4)

• In the past, additional Level 6 tests were produced for children who 
demonstrated higher than expected attainment, above Level 5.

• From this year, there won’t be any separate tests for the most able children.

• Instead, each test will have scope for higher attaining pupils to show their 
strengths.

Higher Attaining Pupils

• Previous  Key Stage 2 tes ts  were aimed at children achieving Levels  3-5 (w ith a 
national expectation to reach at leas t Level 4)

• In the pas t, additional Level 6 tes ts  were produced for  children w ho 
demons trated higher  than expected attainment, above Level 5.

• Since 2016, there  has n’t been any s eparate  tes ts  for  the mos t able  children.

• Ins tead, each tes t w ill have s cope for  higher  attaining pupils  to s how  their  
s trengths .



• The Reading Test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated reading 
texts.

• Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading the texts and 
answering the questions.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a 
child’s reading.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others require short 
answers and some require an extended response or explanation.

Reading

• The Reading Tes t cons is ts  of a s ingle  tes t paper w ith three unrelated reading 
texts .

• C hildren are  given 60 minutes  in total, w hich includes  reading the texts  and 
ans wering the ques tions .

• A total of 50 marks  are  available .

• Ques tions  are  des igned to as s es s  the comprehens ion and unders tanding of a 
child’s  reading.

• Some ques tions  are  multiple  choice  or  s e lected res pons e, others  require  s hort 
ans wers  and s ome require  an extended res pons e or  explanation.



• A Spelling test is administered containing 20 words, lasting approximately 15 
minutes.

• A separate test is given on Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer questions, including 
some multiple choice.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

• A Spelling tes t is  adminis tered containing 20 w ords . There  is  no s et time for  this  
tes t.

• The s pelling tes t is  marked out of 20.

• A s eparate  tes t is  given on Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (s ome 
ques tions  in this  tes t require  correct s pelling for  marks  to be achieved).

• This  tes t las ts  for  45 minutes  and requires  s hort ans wer ques tions , including 
s ome multiple  choice .

• The Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar tes t is  marked out of 50.

• Marks  for  thes e tw o tes ts  are  added together  to give  a total out of 70 for  
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1

Sample Questions



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1

Sample Questions



• The Mathematics tests have undergone the biggest change this year.

• Children will sit three tests: Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3.

• Paper 1 is for ‘Arithmetic’ lasting for 30 minutes, covering calculation methods for 
all operations, including use of fractions, percentages and decimals.

• Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not all children will be expected to 
access some of the more difficult questions later in the paper.

• Papers 2 and 3 cover ‘Problem Solving and Reasoning’, each lasting for 40 
minutes.

• Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer questions in 
context and decide what is required to find a solution.

Mathematics

• The Mathematics  tes ts  have undergone the bigges t change this  year .

• C hildren w ill s it three tes ts : Paper  1, Paper  2 and Paper 3.

• Paper 1 is  for  ‘Ar ithmetic’ las ting for  30 minutes , covering calculation methods  for  
all operations , including us e of fractions , percentages  and decimals .

• Ques tions  gradually increas e in difficulty. Not all children w ill be  expected to 
acces s  s ome of the more difficult ques tions  later  in the paper .

• Papers  2 and 3 cover  ‘Problem Solving and Reas oning’, each las ting for  40 
minutes .

• Pupils  w ill s till require  calculation s kills  but w ill need to ans wer ques tions  in 
context and decide w hat is  required to find a s olution.

• The Mathematics  tes ts  have undergone the bigges t change.

• C hildren w ill s it three tes ts : Paper  1, Paper  2 and Paper 3.

• Paper 1 is  for  ‘Ar ithmetic’ las ting for  30 minutes , covering calculation methods  for  
all operations , including us e of fractions , percentages  and decimals .

• Ques tions  gradually increas e in difficulty. Not all children w ill be  expected to 
acces s  s ome of the more difficult ques tions  later  in the paper .

• Papers  2 and 3 cover  ‘Problem Solving and Reas oning’, each las ting for  40 
minutes .

• Pupils  w ill s till require  calculation s kills  but w ill need to ans wer ques tions  in 
context and decide w hat is  required to find a s olution.

• There is  no longer a recorded Mental Maths  tes t or  a calculator  paper .



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning



Writing Exemplifications







Access Arrangements

• Some children are eligible for specific arrangements 
to enable them to access the SATs papers.

• For example:
• Additional time
• Adapted papers e.g. enlarged text, braille



Access arrangements may be appropriate for pupils 
who:
• have a statement of special educational needs
• have a disability which significantly affects their 

ability to access the tests
• have a sensory impairment
• have behavioural, emotional or social difficulties
• have limited fluency in English
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