
 

Are you a VIP? 
If you are a VIP do not queue or go to an adult. 
Know what to do, without any help, without any 
fuss or messing about! 
Solving problems on your own.  
When things get hard… do not moan! 
So when you’ve done all that’s been asked, time to 
get on with an independent task. 
 
Independent Time 
Today, have you... 
1. Decided what you are going to do? 
2. Completed your ‘Learning Journey’? 
3. Thought about what resources you need to carry out your work? 
4.Worked on your own, with a partner or with an adult? 
5. Reflected on what you have done and what learning has 
taken place? 
 
Stuck? The 5Bs 
Appropriate  
BEHAVIOUR! 
 
Use your BRAIN  
Think about the problem. 
 

                   Use BITS & BOBS 
 Are there any resources  
 which might help?  
 
Ask a BUD-
DY 
Quietly ask someone on your 
table for help. 

 
                             Ask the BOSS 

            Ask an adult for 
help.        

 
                                                                                 

Brain  

Bits  
& Bobs  

 BUDDY 

BOSS   

Behaviour 

 

ARE YOU A  
Very Independent Person (VIP) ? 



 
 

1. 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Here, at The Grange Primary School, we are committed 
to ensuring that we equip our pupils with the appropriate 
skills required for later life. 
 
More and more businesses are stipulating that the staff 
they employ need to be independent workers who also 
have the ability to use their own initiative.  
 
In order for us to support our pupils in the job market, 
we are encouraging our pupils to be more independent in 
directing their own learning and in making the appropri-
ate choices to support their learning. 
 
We have a dedicated session each week per year group 
in KS2, to support in developing independence in our pu-
pils. These session are called ‘Independent  
Learning Sessions’.  During this time, children have the 
opportunity to research an area of personal interest and 
share their learning with their peers.  During this time, 
basic research skills are also taught to the children, 
such as how to use a dictionary, how to navigate the li-
brary and non fiction books.  They are also guided in the 
safe use of the internet and how trustworthy infor-
mation online is. 
 
 
I hope to see you at these sessions if you can make it, 
 
Mrs Thorpe 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

TEACHERS AND ALL SUPPORT STAFF ARE EXPECTED TO: 
 

 support and encourage in a positive way 

 always ask, ‘what are you learning?’ and NEVER  
        what are you doing?’ 

 monitor and assess evidence of engagement based  
        on the child’s  independence 

 allow all children to make informed choices about 
content, when, how and what to learn 

 support each child with some form of appropriate 
probing and stimulation as required 

 model learning conversations , use the language of 
the 4Rs to have these conversations 

 monitor use of ICT equipment, ICT handheld re-
sources and activities being undertaken and  

        question educational worth 

 be actively engaged in target group activities eg 
reading, writing, maths 

 ensure that their classrooms are well resourced at 
all times and that everything available as a resource 
to children is clearly labeled to a high standard 

 understand that all staff have a collective shared 
responsibility to ensure high standards of engage-
ment and behaviour for all children in the Grange Pri-
mary School at all times. 
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CHILDREN WILL BE EXPECTED TO: 

 

 come prepared to their session knowing what work will 
be done. This will be supported from the outcomes of 
Friday Reflective Early Bird sessions 

 select from a list of activities provided. However, each 
child will be responsible for selecting the TASK with 
the decision made/coached before the sessions begin. 
Some children will be expected to take full responsibil-
ity for selecting and resourcing activities that they 
have selected 

 know where to find resources and how and when to clear 
them away 

 know what they should do if they get stuck or finish 
their work 

 understand that ICT is available to be used to support 
their project 

 use the library and whole school environment as sup-
portive resources but acknowledge that this is a privi-
lege granted to those who have proved to be mature and 
trustworthy 

 always know what to do next and how to move forward 
with work without being dependent on an adult. 
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THROUGH INDEPENDENT TIME WE AIM TO TEACH: 
 

 each child to think and act autonomously,  
incorporating an element or elements of the  
Rs: 
RESILIENCE (Emotional Engagement – feeling, attending) 
RESOURCEFULNESS (Cognitive Range – thinking)
RECIPROCITY (Interpersonal Involvement – relating)
REFLECTIVENESS (Strategic responsibility – managing) 
enabling them to have the ability to realistically appraise 
their own work shortcomings as a learner 

 each child to develop effective approaches to self-
management as a learner 

 each child to recognise and be familiar with The 
Grange Primary School’s consistent approach to 
teaching ‘independence’ incorporating the skills asso-
ciated with the 4 Rs   

 the whole school to have a consistent approach/
responsibility to raising pupil expectation with re-
gards to manners, behaviour, calm movement around 
school etc developed through independence and 
shared values 

  And develop confidence in preparation for skills 
needed in the world of work and lifelong learning. 

 

 As children move up through the school, we aspire to 
gradually reduce direction and support as the learn-
er increases in maturity. 
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HOW INDEPENDENCE TIME WILL OPERATE? 
 
KS1 will spend their time guided by a teacher who will in-
troduce and develop the basic skills needed for independ-
ent learning, in preparation for KS2. 
 
Independent Time at The Grange Primary School will oper-
ate throughout KS2, one day a week per year group. 
 
The sessions will commence at 8.50am and will continue 
until 9.30am, Monday to Thursday. 
 
The weekly allocated day for each year group is as fol-
lows: 

 
 

 
 

DAY 
8.50am – 9.30am 

CLASS 

  
MONDAY 

  

  
YEAR 6 

  
TUESDAY 

  

  
YEAR 5 

  
WEDNESDAY 

  

  
YEAR 4 

  
THURSDAY 

  

  
YEAR 3 
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THE 4 Rs EXPLORED 

 
STUCK? EXCELLENT—YOU ARE ABOUT TO 

LEARN SOMETHING NEW! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4. 

 
DEVELOPING 
Independence 
in Children 

 

RESILIENCE 
Absorption 
Managing dis-
traction 
Noticing 
Perseverance 
 

RECIPROCITY 
Interdepend-
ence 
Collaboration 
Empathy and 
listening 
Imitation 
 

RESOURCE-
FULNESS 

Questioning 
Making links 
Imagining 
Reasoning 

Capitalizing  

REFLEC-
TIVENESS 

Planning 
Revising 
Distilling 
Meta-learning 
 


